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Janneke van Mens-Verhulst (1947) has been a researcher and lecturer in health, health care and gender since 1981. 

She studied social psychology and pedagogy at the University of Amsterdam. In 1972, she became a lecturer in communication and counselling skills in the Faculty of Medicine, Utrecht University, subsequently moving to the Faculty of Social Sciences, at the same university. She held tenure in the Departments of Andragology (1976-86), Clinical and Health Psychology (1986-98) combined with Women's Studies (1986-94), joining the Department of Health Psychology in 1998.  

Simultaneously (1995-2006) she was a professor in Women’s (Mental) Health Care at the University for Humanist Studies, also in Utrecht. In that capacity  she co-ordinated the ‘Gender and Health’ group of the Netherlands' Research School of Women's Studies (www.let.uu.nl/nov until 2005,  and she managed the project ‘Quality of Women's Health Care’, which produced a range of studies on women's mental health care and its integration into the regular mental health-care system. Since 1993 she was a board member for the Dutch Foundation of Women and Health Research. 

Gradually, she has extended her topic to Health Care and Diversity, with a special interest in the intersectionality approach. As she formally entered an early retirement scheme in 2006, she nowadays continues her activities on a freelance basis.  

Her research topics vary from “daughtering and mothering” to the psycho-social aspects of chronic illness, and from the resilience of "Forgotten Women on Farms" (in South Africa) to medically unexplained complaints in the Western world. Her methodological interests include exploring the possibilities of computer simulation as a means for performing prospective research in addition to quantitative and qualitative analyses.

