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As a Professor of Clinical Research in General Practice, GeertJan Dinant is appointed at the Department of General Practice and Care and Public Health Research Institute (Caphri) of Maastricht University. Besides his clinical work in an academic health centre in Maastricht, he is a teacher for pre- and post-graduate medical students, general practitioners and researchers. One example is his leading role in the combined clinical and research training program for general practice. After 6-7 years participants are graduated general practitioners who completed a PhD-thesis. More recent he was a fellow founder of the Brisbane group on Advanced Education in Primary Care Research, a collaboration between primary care research schools in Europe, Australia and North America. A third example is his leadership of the research training program of the Dutch College of General Practitioners (NHG Kaderopleiding wetenschappelijk onderzoek). His scientific work concentrates on frequently occurring complaints and diseases in general practice, with the emphasis on diagnostic and prognostic research. The clinical areas include osteoporosis and osteoporotic fractures, shoulder complaints, lower respiratory tract infections and influenza, and cardiovascular diseases. Other subjects are very specific for general practice: unexplained complaints, the ‘something is wrong’ feeling of the doctor, and the care for people with intellectual disabilities living in the community. Finally, he is the program leader of general practice research training programs in Rumania, Turkey and Kenya.  

